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Key message of this presentation

Teaching foreign languages in the 21st century is about building bridges.

Building bridges is a challenge.

Building bridges offers opportunities. 

Building bridges opens pathways for action.
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Building bridges between 
policy and practice

Language learning for democracy

 Securing democracy through education

 Securing democracy through language education



 Autonomous learning skills
 Analytical and critical thinking skills
 Skills of listening and observing
 Empathy
 Flexibility and adaptability
 Linguistic, communicative and plurilingual skills
 Cooperation skills
 Conflict-resolution skills

Skills

Values
 Valuing human dignity and human rights

 Valuing cultural diversity

 Valuing democracy, justice, fairness, 

equality and the rule of law

 Knowledge and critical understanding of the self
 Knowledge and critical understanding of language

and communication
 Knowledge and critical understanding of the

world: politics, law, human rights, curlure, 
cultures, religions, history, media, economies, 
environment, sustainability

Knowledge and
critical understanding

Competence

Attitudes
 Openness to cultural otherness and other beliefs, 

world views and practices
 Respect
 Civic-mindedness
 Responsibility
 Self-efficacy
 Tolerance of ambiguity
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Building bridges between local, national, 
European developments

Communities of practice…

 exist at all levels

 empower - inspire – innovate

„I had the opportunity to work with the most experienced and engaged 
colleagues across Europe and beyond. We shared knowledge and insights into 
diverse socio-cultural realities as they impact on learning, teaching and 
language. The lessons I have learnt are among the most valuable of my career 
both as a professional and as a person. ”

Mathilde Grünhage-Monetti
www.ecml.at/languageforwork



Building bridges between local, national, 
European developments

What communities of practice can do:

 Empowering teachers

 professional development 

 action research



www.ecml.at/actionresearch



Building bridges between local, national, 
European developments

What communities of practice can do:

 Inspire by sharing expertise



www.ecml.at/
inspiringearlylearning



Building bridges between local, national, 
European developments

What communities of practice can do:

 Innovate, for example adapt promising practice



www.ecml.at/edl
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Building bridges between local, national, 
European developments

… for innovation – because 
teachers are key to innovation 
in language education.
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Building bridges between teachers of 
different languages

20

Euroop keelepõpe raamdokumnet: õppimine, õpetamine ja hindamine

Common European Framework of Reference for Languages



Plurilingual education
The learner 
“builds up a communicative competence to which all 
knowledge and experience of language contributes and 
in which languages interrelate and interact” 

CEFR; Council of Europe 2001, p. 4

Building bridges between teachers of 

different languages



Plurilingual profile

CEFR companion volume; Council of Europe 2018, p. 39

Building bridges between teachers of 

different languages



Plurilingual profile

Teaching the language of schooling in the context 
of diversity 

Study materials for teacher development
http://maledive.ecml.at

Building bridges between teachers of 

different languages
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Building bridges between language and 
subject competences of learners

Developing language awareness in subject classes
www.ecml.at/languageinsubjects

Language skills for successful subject learning
CEFR linked descriptors for mathematics and history/civics
www.ecml.at/languagedescriptors

 What is the role of foreign language teachers in this context?



European Centre for Modern Languages 
of the Council of Europe 

E C M L

Centre européen pour les langues vivantes 
du Conseil de l‘Europe

CELV
Europäisches Fremdsprachenzentrum 

des Europarats
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Keep in touch!

http://www.ecml.at/Aboutus/Contact/tabid/632/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
http://www.ecml.at/Aboutus/Contact/tabid/632/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
mailto:information@ecml.at
mailto:information@ecml.at
http://www.ecml.at/Aboutus/Contact/tabid/632/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
http://www.ecml.at/Aboutus/Contact/tabid/632/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://twitter.com/ECMLCELV
https://twitter.com/ECMLCELV
https://www.facebook.com/ecml.celv
https://www.facebook.com/ecml.celv
http://www.ecml.at/Resources/Newsletter/tabid/1385/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
http://www.ecml.at/Resources/Newsletter/tabid/1385/language/en-GB/Default.aspx


A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his 

influence stops.
Henry Adams

Aitäh!


